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These States are now engaged in the larg-
est peacetime evacuation in our history. Yes-
terday I announced emergency declarations
for Florida and Georgia. Today I am issuing
similar declarations for South Carolina and
North Carolina. I have just spoken with both
Governor Hunt of North Carolina and Gov-
ernor Hodges of South Carolina. I’ve assured
them that we would do everything we can
to help them, and they’ve given me updates
on the problems that they expect to encoun-
ter, particularly problems for the farmers in
those areas, who, if there is severe flooding,
could well lose their entire crops.

Let me commend the efforts of FEMA,
the National Weather Service, the National
Hurricane Center, and the other Federal
agencies and State and local officials who are
working around the clock to protect people
and property. Their efforts, along with new
technologies, have enhanced our ability to
predict and prepare for these storms. I hope
that every citizen will heed the warnings of
the officials and the recommendations to
take every action to protect their families and
stay out of harm’s way. Meanwhile, we will
continue to take extraordinary measures to
protect lives and property from Hurricane
Floyd.

As always, in times of crisis, I am inspired
by the way our people come together and
work together. It proves that the American
spirit is stronger than the force of any storm.
We will keep working on this. We’re going
to leave here in a few minutes, and I’ll be
getting regular updates. It does seem that the
entry point of the storm has moved consider-
ably north from where it was predicted to
move. But it is still very, very powerful, and
if the present predictions hold clear, there’ll
be a lot of wind and an enormous amount
of water on the coast in South Carolina and
North Carolina within the next few hours.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:00 a.m. at
Hickam Air Force Base, after crossing the inter-
national dateline on his return from New Zealand.
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. James B.
Hunt, Jr., of North Carolina, and Gov. Jim Hodges
of South Carolina.

Proclamation 7221—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 1999
September 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we look back over this century that is

swiftly drawing to a close, we recognize that
the light of freedom still burns brightly in
our world today because of the service and
sacrifice of America’s men and women in
uniform. Through the devastation of two
world wars and the brutality of numerous re-
gional conflicts; on peacekeeping assign-
ments and humanitarian missions; from the
darkest days of the Cold War to the fall of
the Berlin Wall, our Nation’s service men
and women have fought the forces of tyranny
and won signal victories for liberty, human
dignity, and the ideals of democracy. On
every continent, on the seas, and in the air,
gallant young Americans have paid for our
future with their own, and many have pre-
served our freedom by sacrificing their own.

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day,
we remember with profound gratitude those
who suffered captivity and those whose fate
remains unknown. Many American POWs
were tortured at the hands of their captors;
all experienced the ordeal of being held
against their will and the anguish of indefi-
nite separation from their families and their
homeland.

Today we also honor the valiant families
of our fellow citizens who remain missing—
families who have had to suffer not only the
absence of their loved ones, but also the un-
certainty of their fate. As Americans, we re-
main unshakable in our resolve to achieve
the fullest possible accounting of those miss-
ing and to strive to bring home the remains
of those who have died. Only by doing so
can we begin to acknowledge the debt we
owe to these patriots and assuage the grief
of the families they left behind for the sake
of our Nation.

On September 17, 1999, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast
Asia, a black and white banner symbolizing
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America’s missing and our unwavering deter-
mination to account for them, will be flown
over the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the
Departments of State, Defense, and Veter-
ans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, na-
tional cemeteries, and other locations across
our country.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 17,
1999, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honor-
ing former American prisoners of war and
those whose fate is still undetermined. I also
encourage the American people to remem-
ber with compassion and concern the coura-
geous families who persevere in their quest
to know the fate of their missing loved ones.
Finally, I urge Federal, State, and local offi-
cials and private organizations to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies, programs,
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of September in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 17, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Executive Order 13137—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
12975, as Amended, National
Bioethics Advisory Commission
September 15, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
more accurately describe the expertise re-
quirements for members selected for the Na-
tional Bioethics Advisory Commission, it is
hereby ordered that Executive Order 12975,

as amended (‘‘Order’’), is further amended
as follows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the order shall read
as follows: ‘‘Sec. 3. Establishment of National
Bioethics Advisory Commission. There is es-
tablished in the Department of Health and
Human Services a National Bioethics Advi-
sory Commission (NBAC). The NBAC shall
be subject to the Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.).’’

Sec. 2. A new section 4 shall be added
to the order to read: ‘‘Sec. 4. Structure. (a)
The National Bioethics Advisory Commission
shall be composed of not more than 18 non-
government members appointed by the
President. At least one member shall be se-
lected from each of the following categories
of primary expertise: (1) philosophy/theology;
(2) social/behavioral science; (3) law; (4)
medicine/allied health professions; and (5)
biological research. At least three members
shall be selected from the general public,
bringing to the Commission expertise other
than that listed. The membership shall be
approximately evenly balanced between sci-
entists and non-scientists. Close attention
will be given to equitable geographic dis-
tribution and to ethnic and gender represen-
tation.

(b) Members of the Commission will serve
for terms of 2 years and may continue to
serve after the expiration of their term until
a successor is appointed. A member ap-
pointed to fill an unexpired term will be ap-
pointed to the remainder of such term.

(c) The President shall designate a Chair-
person from among the members of the
NBAC.’’

Sec. 3. (a) ‘‘[S]ection 5’’ in the third sen-
tence of section 1(b) of the order shall be
deleted and ‘‘section 6’’ shall be inserted in
lieu thereof.

(b) Current sections 4 through 7 of Execu-
tive Order 12975 shall be renumbered sec-
tions 5 through 8.

(c) New section 8(b) is amended by delet-
ing ‘‘October 3, 1999’’ and inserting ‘‘Octo-
ber 3, 2001’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 15, 1999.


